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Last Saturday, Mr. Speaker, an AP
article said seven Americans were
killed in Afghanistan. Seven Ameri-
cans were Killed. God help the families.
Yet we in Congress just sit here and
continue to think that Afghanistan is
not our problem, it’s just somewhere
out there, and we’ll find the millions
and billions of dollars to send over
there with no accountability.

Mr. Speaker, I'm on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee, and I have written a
letter to the chairman of the Oversight
Subcommittee and asked her to hold
hearings and bring in the inspectors
general who’ve been looking into how
the waste, fraud, and abuse abounds in
Afghanistan. They can’t even account
for half the money we’ve spent over in
Afghanistan. We’ve already spent over
$700 billion in Afghanistan, and half of
it we can’t even account for.

I don’t blame the American people
for being frustrated. I really do not.
I'm frustrated, too. And I would hope
we can find more members of the Re-
publican Party and the Democratic
Party to join together in these budget
bills coming up this summer and start
bringing our troops out of Afghanistan.

I bring this photograph, Mr. Speaker,
that has our marines carrying a flag-
draped coffin. I try to do this down in
the district, and I do it here on the
floor because I'm afraid too many
times the American people, unless
they’'ve got a family member in Af-
ghanistan, probably, with all of the
problems that the American people are
faced with, and certainly we are here in
Congress, don’t think a whole lot about
the war. But when you hear about the
CIA sending cash money for 10 years,
millions and millions and millions of
dollars to Karzai so that he can take
care of the warlords over in Afghani-
stan and give a little bit of money to
the Taliban so they can buy weapons to
kill Americans, then I don’t know and
I sometimes just am frustrated. Where
is the outrage in Congress?

Just a couple more points, Mr.
Speaker, before I relinquish my time. I
hope that the leadership of the House,
led by Speaker BOEHNER and Minority
Leader PELOSI, I hope they will join us,
Democrat and Republican, in trying to
bring an end to this failed policy in Af-
ghanistan. It is a failed policy. We're
not going to change one thing. They’ve
already acknowledged, Mr. Speaker,
that we are fighting the Taliban, and
most of the Taliban are Pashtuns, the
largest tribe in Afghanistan. They will
eventually be the leaders, and Mr.
Karzai will not even be in Afghanistan.
He’ll probably be in Switzerland count-
ing his money that Uncle Sam has sent
to him. Taxpayer, taxpayer, it is wrong
that you’re having to pay that bill in
Afghanistan.

Families who’ve lost loved ones and
families who have kids losing their legs
and their lives, it’s not fair to you, ei-
ther.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask God to con-
tinue to bless our men and women in
uniform. I ask God to continue to bless
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the families who’ve given a child dying
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq.
I'll ask God to please bless the House
and Senate, that we will do what is
right in the eyes of God for his people.
I’'ll ask God to bless President Obama,
that he will do what is right in the
eyes of God for his people. And as I
yield back, God, please, God, please,
God, please, continue to bless America.
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THE TIME HAS COME TO DO SOME-
THING ABOUT SEXUAL ASSAULT
IN OUR MILITARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, next to
me is a mug shot. It’s a mug shot of
someone who’s been charged with sex-
ual assault. This is a mug shot of Jef-
frey Krusinski.

Jeffrey Krusinski is a lieutenant
colonel in the Air Force. His job is to
work at the Pentagon as the chief offi-
cer of the Sexual Assault and Preven-
tion Office within the Air Force. This
man is charged with the responsibility
of preventing and reporting sexual as-
sault in the military, in the Air Force.
And just this last weekend, he was
charged with sexually assaulting a
woman in a parking lot.

The best and the brightest the Air
Force has to offer to run this office,
and he’s a sexual predator? Is that
what we’re talking about?

This is an indictment of the SAPRO
office that is supposed to be the solu-
tion for military rape and assault. It’s
an indictment of our procedures. It’s
an indictment of everything we have
done on this issue.

And Congress is as culpable as the
military in not addressing it, because
we’ve known about this issue for 25
yvears. And we are big on holding hear-
ings and beating our chests and saying,
This has got to stop. And the big brass
comes up to the Hill, and they say all
the right words. They say, We have a
zero tolerance. And then our chief pre-
vention officer is charged with a sexual
assault.

But it doesn’t end there. The bad
news doesn’t end there.

The military just released today it’s
Sexual Assault and Prevention Office
report on how many sexual assaults
took place in the military last year.
And guess what? The numbers have
gone up by 30 percent, from 19,000 sex-
ual assaults and rapes in the military,
based on the last year’s figures, to the
most recent year’s figures of 26,000
rapes and sexual assaults in the mili-
tary.

For all the money we’ve been throw-
ing at this issue, for all the prevention
and all the rehabilitation and all of the
training, the numbers keep going up.
And now, this most recent report also
suggests that one-third of the women
serving in the military reported that
they were sexually harassed last year.
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This is an institution of military
good discipline, good order?

It is time for us to roll up our sleeves
and do something real about this. We
have got to stop just kind of nibbling
around the edges in an effort to try and
fix a broken system.

121 Members have joined me as co-
authors of legislation that would take
the reporting of sexual assault out of
the chain of command, keep it in the
military, but place it in a separate of-
fice staffed by persons who are experts
in investigations, experts in pros-
ecuting these crimes.

And until we do something like this,
the numbers of sexual assaults will
continue to rise in the military. The
number of unrestricted reports will not
rise as fast as the number of restricted
reports.

And why do we have restricted re-
ports? Why would we say to any mem-
ber of the military, Yes, report this,
but we will keep it quiet, we will sweep
it under the rug?

This, my friends, is time for us to do
something. It is time for us to say that
we are not going to tolerate another
scandal. We’re not going to tolerate a
scandal on Lackland Air Force Base,
where there were 59 victims and 32
military training instructors who were
implicated. We’re not going to tolerate
that in Aviano, Italy. We had a major
general who overturned the decision by
five military members of a jury who
court-martialed a lieutenant colonel
and found him guilty, and yet the
major general overturned the decision
and decided to reinstate this indi-
vidual.

The time, my friends, has come to do
something.

——

ADDRESSING THE DEBT LIMIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
amidst all the controversies gripping
the Congress, certainly we should at
least all be able to agree that the full
faith and credit of the United States,
the very trust that the public has when
it loans money to the government,
should not hang in the balance every
time there’s a fiscal debate in Wash-
ington.

This week, the House is expected to
consider H.R. 807, to allow a temporary
exception to the debt limit solely to as-
sure that the full and prompt payment
of principal and interest is made on the
debt in the event of an impasse in
Washington.

Now, that should make perfect sense.
As a practical matter, a family that’s
depending on its credit cards to pay its
bills had better make sure to pay the
credit card bills first.

The executive branch already has
considerable powers to protect the Na-
tion’s credit, but the administration
hasn’t always acknowledged it. The
14th Amendment to the Constitution
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